Westerberg, English 5-6 H
THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN

Study Guide for Final

Be able to analyze the following quotes and relate them to the action, setting, characters, theme, and/or style of the novel:

· Each man must for himself alone decide what is right and what is wrong, which of course is patriotic and which isn’t.  You cannot shirk this and be a man.  To decide against your conviction is to be an unqualified and excusable traitor, both to yourself and to your country, let me label you as they may.

· My mother drew a distinction between achievement and success.  She said that achievement is the knowledge that you have studied and worked hard and done the best that is in you.  Success is being praised by others.  That is nice but not as important or satisfying.  Always aim for achievement and forget about success.
Be prepared to respond to the following prompts.  Provide specific textual detail and/or evidence whenever possible.

WIDOW/ MISS WATSON

· Compare/Contrast Huck to the other members of the Band of Robbers.  How do Huck’s lifestyle and upbringing create a contrast between him and the other members of the gang, and how does this contrast affect Huck’s role in or attitude toward the Band of Robbers? (Analysis)

· Compare/Contrast the Widow and Miss Watson.  Which does Huck seem to favor?  Provide evidence to support your answer. (Analysis)

PAP

· Analyze the different lifestyles the Widow/Ms.Watson and Pap provide for Huck.  Which does Huck seem to prefer?  How do the teachings of each of these parental figures influence Huck when it comes time for him to make his own decisions? (Analysis)

· If Tom were in Huck’s position, and he had to escape the imprisonment of Pap, how might his escape plan be different?  Provide an example of the details Tom might include. (Synthesis)

· “I got out amongst the driftwood and then laid down in the bottom of the canoe and let her float.  I laid there and had a good rest and a smoke out of my pipe, looking away into the sky; not a cloud in’t. The sky looks  ever so deep when you lay down on your back in the moonshine; I never knowed it before and how far a body can hear on the waters such nights.”  

Interpret the atmosphere Twain creates in this passage and explain how this atmosphere adds to the symbolism of the river and one of themes of the novel.  (Analysis)

JACKSON ISLAND

· What might the floating “House of Death” and Jim’s action decision to prevent Huck from seeing the dead man’s face symbolize?  Consider its representation both literally and figuratively.  (Analysis)

· Evaluate the decision Huck makes when he decides to help Jim escape slavery.  Discuss the struggle he undergoes and interpret what motive makes him finally come to a decision.  (Evaluation, Analysis)

ILLINOIS SHORE

· “It was fifteen minutes before I could work myself up and go to humble myself to a n—gger; but I done it, and I warn’t ever sorry for it afterward, neither.”  

Analyze this passage in context of character development.  Be specific.  Provide the context of the quote and discuss the change Huck undergoes at this moment in the novel.

· Huck is very clever when it comes to fabricating stories to cover his tracks.  Recall the story Huck tells while he is dressed as a girl on the Illinois shore.  Interpret whether the influence of Pap or the influence of the Widow and Miss Waston have more of a stake in Huck’s ability to engage in this scheme.  (Comprehension/ Analysis)

GRANGERFORDS

· Analyze the irony of the Sunday morning mass with the Grangerfords and the Shepherdsons.  (Analyis)

· Discuss the significance of the following dialogue between Buck and Huck:

“’Did you want to kill him, Buck?’

‘Well, I bet I did.’

‘What did he do to you?’

‘Him?  He never done nothing to me.’

‘Well, then, what did you want to kill him for?’

‘Why nothing—only it’s on account of the feud.’”

What does this passage ultimately state about mob action?  (Analysis)

THE DUKE AND THE KING

· Analyze Twain’s depiction and opinion of mobs through the crowd that attends the lynching bee.  Be specific and be able to supply evidence to support your claim.  (Analysis)

· Judge how Huck matures through his experiences with the Duke and the King.  Be specific and provide evidence.  (Evaluation)

· “When I got by myself, I went to thinking the thing over.  I says to myself, shall I go to that doctor, private, and blow on these frauds?”...

Recall whether or not Huck decides to “blow the whistle” on the Duke and the King.  Why did he make this decision?  Provide evidence.  (Knowledge/Analysis)

· Much of the King’s success as a confidence man depends on the fact that his victims are sentimental and foolish enough to be taken in by him.  What evidence of sentimentalism so you find among the townspeople in chapter 25?  (Comprehension/ Analysis)

WILKS

· Why did Huck feel guilty about stealing from the Wilks when he stole from several other people? Be specific and provide details from other episodes. (Analysis)

· “ I says to myself, this is another one that I’m letting him rob her of her money.  And when she got through they all jest laid themselves out to make me feel at home and know I was amongst friends.  I felt so ornery and low down and mean that I says to myself, my mind’s made up; I’ll have that money for them or bust.”  Discuss the significance of this passage as it relates to Huck’s character development and growing sense of loyalty.  (Analysis)

BACK ON THE RIVER

· Huck, here, has his final moral struggle regarding his harboring of Jim.  What is significant about his comment that he will “go to Hell”?
THE PHELPS

· Defend why Tom’s plan to save Jim was important to the story.  What appears to be the statement Twain is making about the Romanticism that Tom represents.  Consider the consequences of Tom’s actions and recall specific moments from the story where Tom’s Romanticism is evident.

· Compare/Contrast Aunt Sally to Miss Watson and Widow Douglas.  How are they fundamentally different and how does this influence the way Huck behaves around them?  (Analysis)

· Analyze why Huck is suddenly, after his many adventures on the river, accepting Tom’s impractical plan to free Jim.  In this light, compare/contrast Huck’s relationship to Tom at the end of the novel to their relationship at the beginning of the novel.  (Analysis)

· After Huck finds out about the Duke and King being tarred and feathered, he becomes very upset.  Explain why and analyze what new information is revealed about his character.  (Analysis)

· What was Tom’s motivation for wanting to save Jim?  How does this make him fundamentally different than Huck?  (Comrehension/ Analysis)

THE ESCAPE

· “The door ain’t going to be locked, Huck, and there’s the window and the road; but you’ll be good won’t you?  And you won’t go?  For my sake?...I wished I could do something for her, but I couldn’t, only swear that I wouldn’t never do nothing to grieve her anymore.”  Discuss the significance of this passage.  (Analysis)

· “No, I ain’t out of my head; I know all what I’m talking about.  We did set him free—me and Tom.  We laid out to do it, and we done it.”

What do we learn about Huck and Tom’s relationship?  How might have Tom handled this situation differently?  (Analysis)

GENERAL

· Evaluate whether or not you think Huck has a decent system of morals and ethics.  Discuss what you think this system is, and judge this system on basis of your own morals and ethics.  (Evaluation)

· Is an adventure like the one of Huckleberry Finn possible today?  How might it be different?  Do people still struggle against the same forces that Huck struggled against in the novel.  Explain in detail.  (Synthesis)

